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Pur suant to Section 5150 of the Wlfare and
Institutions Code, a 72 hour detentbDahefor psychiatric
evaluation may be obtained for a patient who, as a
result of a nental disorder, is either

1. A danger to hinself, or
2. A danger to others, or

3. Gavely disabled

APPLI CATI O\ This policy defines the procedure for adm nistering a 5150

DEFI NI T1 ON

PROCEDURE

to detain a patient.

"G avely disabled" neans a condition in which a person,
as a result of a nental disorder, is unable to provide
for his basic personal needs for food, clothing, and
shelter .... term does not include nentally retarded
persons, Section 5008 Welfare and Institution Code.

"Qher designated person" neans a specific person
assigned 5150 authority by the chief of the division of
the Orange County Mental Health.

1. Evaluate patient and determ ne need for detention.

2. Notify peace officer or "other designated person”
who has the authority to institute a 5150 code.
This person will evaluate the patient's circunstanc-
es and sign the detention application.

Not ed: A 5150 cannot be renotely ordered over the
radi o. The person detaining the patient nust nake
an actual evaluation of the patient at the scene.

3. If the patient has any energency nedical problens
and/or injuries, the base hospital (BH should be
contacted. In this situation, the BHw Il advise if
the patient should be left with the police or es-
corted by an EMI-P to the appropriate paranedic
receiving center.

4. |If the patient does not have any energency nedical
problem (other than his nental disorder) and BH
contact is not necessary, the patient may be left in
t he supervision of the police.
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